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_ The Athenian Mercury. 
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Queft. 1. 7 Hether it be. lawful to do 
WY - evil that good may come 


on’t ? 

A fw. Not, if St. Pas! be in ‘the right, 
who tells us, thofewho do fo, their damua- 
tion is jut: But the fear is leit People thou’d 
miftake, as fome do now as wellas formerly, 
eall evi £004, and ¢ a evil, hi 

Qu.:2. Jf the Soul be immediately infufed , 
How did Levi pay Vithes in Abraham ?¢ Ana 
does not that Text imply that Levi was produced 
out of Abraham both Soul and Body 

Af. Yhofe words of Levi's paying Tithes 
in Abraham, are not to be taken in a {trict 
liceral fenfe, but more lax and accommo- 
date, as appears by the fofitning expreflion 
he Apoltle ufes jaft before «s tans dawsiv, well 
enough render’din our own Jranflation [ as 
I may fo fay ]Lev#, thatis, his body was ori- 
ginally, or potentially in Abraham ; tho’ the fenfe 
wou'd be yet more mollified if, we fhou'd,: as 
we may well enough, interpret Ja, which 
we tranilate [ Jn] by L Per, ] by or thorough 
Abrabam, \vs further piain, that tis in this 
fizurative fenfe only the Apoftle fpeaks, from 
the next expreflien -- Levt who. recetveth 
Tithes, that is, his Succeflors and Family, call’d 
after his name, than actually did it. 

Queft. 3. All men finning in Adam, How 
coud that be, unlefs all were in him ? 

Anfw. This Queftion’s of the fame nature 
with the other, fent, iflamnot miftaken, by 
the fame perfon, and admits. much the fame 
Anfwer, If he means their Souls, they mutt 
be, if at all, in Adam, either attually or poren- 
tially, If-actnally, he muft be a Monfter in- 
deed to have fo many Souls to one Body ; nor 
can it be fuppofed their actions could be xzi- 
form. \f potentially , Yd fain know whliat 
the Potentiality of a Soul is, and.how ’tis 
eciuced out of that power; or how tis poflible 
to find Generation in Spirits, the Accident of 
Bodies only, which can never be without Cor- 
ruption, which a Spirit admits not of. But 
if they fay, the Soul is only matter, we muft 
refer ’em to that defcription thereof for- 
merly given. --Well, but how then did all 
Men fin in Adam --? They finn’ad in him as he 
was their Parent, Reprefentative and Head ; 
and accordingly they “ye as proceeding from 
a dying Parcut, every” ike producing its like. 
Nor was he only their Parent, but contti- 
tuted their Head and Reprefentative by his 
Maker, as our Saviour was of reftored mankind 
---So the Apoftle, As in Adam all die, fo in 
Chrift thall all be made alive. 


Queft. 4. What was the Queftion on which 


Chrift difputed in the Temple? 

Anfw. Probable Guefles muft fuffice’( and 
Thope are not unlawful) where neither 
Reaion nor Revelation help us, We are 
then to remark, that he Heard, as well as 
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Ask, -- Both hearing them and asking them 
Qiefiions. John And that ‘twas’ more 
Queitions than one, the old way of Diipu- 
tation ( even in Greece it felf, betore drijforle 
reduced it to Mode and Figure ) being by 
fhort Queltions and Interrogations. For the 
{ubftance thereof, we may lawfully and pro- 
bably enough guefs it.to be concerniny the 
Impletion of the Prophefies of the Adffia, in 
their Booxs, the Law, Prophets, Pfalms, &c. 
The Weeks of banic!, or other things of that 
nature. 

Quelt, 5. What was it which our Saviour wrote 
on the Ground; and who that Woman was who 
was taken in Adultery > Whether it might net be 
Mary Magdaleh 

Anfw. This Queftion is much of the fame 
Nature witi the former, and can only be 
guefled at. Ic feems not probable this perfon 
was not Atary Magdalen, becaufe this Wo- 
man wastaken in Adultery, but Mary Mag- 
dalen, Was not, that we read of, ever marry'd, 
and has the Character of Meretrix, not Adul- 
tera;taking her very Cognomen,as fome learned 
Men think, from a Hebrew word, which fig- 
nifies fuch a Plaiting or Folding of the Hair 
as was then ufual among common Women, 
Befides, ifit had been Mary Magdalen, here 
we had been molt likely to have had the re- 
markable ftory of Christ cafting ont feven 
Devils from her, whereof in this place not a 
word, For his writing onthe ground, fome 
think ‘twas only to divert theirQueftion, feem- 
ing as if he did not hear them. If he wrote any 
thing determinately, I fee no incongruity, in 
fuppofing it might be the fame he afterwards 
{poke, He that is without Sin of You, let him 
firft caft a Stone at her. 

Quelt. 6. Why thofe words, Thefe three ave 
one, 1 Epift.of Se John,5. 7. are gewerally 
left out i: the Qld MSs. or when found, only mar- 

inally inferted? | 

Anfw. TheQueftion might have been as well 
of ail theVerfe, which we find omitted by feve- 
ral of the antient MSs. though inferted in as 
many. Tis found ing out of 16, which #7, 
Stephens made ufe of, and in all the Greek, 
Copies in St. Ferome’s Time, as he himfelf wit- 
nefles. It agrees excellently well both with 
the preceding and confequent words, and is 
for two perfons the fame in fenfe with what 
our Saviour himfelfinferted, J and my Fa- 
are one. They arenotthen generally, tho’ 
often left out, and how that may be we may 
eafily conceive, fince it muft be added or ta- 
ken away by the miftake of the Copier, the 
Fraud of the Arians, or the Pious Fraud of 
the Chriftians. Tis very unlikely it would 


_be added by the firft way, fince Tranfcribers 


feldom or never make fuch Miftakes ; though 
omitted it might me, the words of the en- 
fuing V. beginning as this does, whence they 
might 
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might eafily flip it over, 
had no need of adding it, fince they had 
ather Teftimonies enough without it; nor 
did they, fince we find it quoted before the 
Arian Controverfy, or rss _himfelf was 
born ; particularly by St. Cyprian about the 
middle of the third Century, who quotes thoie 
very words, lib. De Unitate Ecclefie, And thele 
three are one. SO Tertullian, St, .Athanafins 
and others, of which fee the Great Dr. 
Hammond. At only remains then that they 
were Taken away by the Arians, which 
they both might do, having fo many Empe- 
rors, fome Councils, nay at one time, all 
the World of their fide; and ’twould concern 
‘em to do it, fince fo plain a place for 
the Trinity: And laftly , we have from 
Hiftory an exprefs account that they or fome 
other Hereticks did actually corrupt fome 
places in the firft Epiftle of St. ohn, par- 
ticularly fome Text relating to the Deity of 
Chrift, which none fo politjvely affert a3 this. 
See Socrates his Ecclef. Hiftory and Tripart, 
Queft. 7. How we may know the Scrsptures 
to be the word of God? : 
Anfm. We have moral Demonftration, 
or Human Infallibility., and more too, that 
they are fo. And that from thefe 7 opics ; 
Firft from Divine Teftimony, in thoie le- 
gible Signatures and Impreiles of Divinity 
inftampt upon ’em. Some Directions for 
mankind are neceflary, and that, fuch as 
fhall remain a ftanding Rule: None can com- 
pare with this for Antiquity, Utility, Gravi- 
ty, Majefty. Nor is that ftrange effeét thefe 
Writings have onthe minds of Men in the 
perufing ‘em, both Heathens and Chriftians, 
an Argument: to be flighted. As for dmmane 
Teftimony, we have that which is to us In- 
fallible, namely the concurrent Tradition of 
all Places and Agesy which have delivered 
down thefe Books to us as the Werks of in- 
{fpired Men; And I defy all the Enemies and 
Blafphemers of thofe Sacred Books, to pro- 
duce me one Inftance of matter of Fact, at- 
tefted in this manner, thatisnot true. If theie 
have beenfome Men who have either deny'd 
or leflen'd the Authority of thefe Books, or 
added others to ‘em which they’d pretend 
of equal Authority , even this is a ftrong 
Argument of the Truth of thofe Sacred 
Writings, fince fuch Accidents as thefe are 
clearly prophefied of; and provided againtt 
therein. But wet have, belides all this, the 
Progrefs of the Gofpel, and the Flames of 
the Martyrs, to witnefs the fame undeniable 
Truth: For how fhould the Doétrins con- 
tain'd in thefe Books make fuch a Progrefs 
through the World, without Force, nay in 
fpite of it, and in contradiction to all the 
proud affected Learning of Greece and Rome ; 
and why. thovld the wifeft, and beft , 
and bravelt of Men, many thoufands of 
iniliions of em , endure the fevereft  Tor- 
ments for what was contained therein, 
had there not been fomething extraordinary, 
and confefling a Divine Power which firit 
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self? 


nee rm 


s 


The Orthodox dictated. it; which has ftill preferved it, 
and wrich will do fo to the end of the 
World, in fpite of ail the Blafphemies of Pa- 
pitts , Atheifts, ‘Turks, Jews and Hea- 
thens, . 


“Qieft. &. When we differ about the fenfe of the words; 
by whom mujt we be tryed, fince our Letter cunt explain it 


Anfw. We deny that the Letter,can’c explain it elf ; 
for nothing can be deliver'd, viva voce, Luc what may 
alfo be commiterd co Letcers y bor is chere afly chmp 
neceilary tobe believed, asa Fundamental Article of 
our Creed , bur what is there clearly enough exprefs'd 
Thac there are fo many Interpretations of chefe words, 
and fo much difference concerning their fenfe, is no 
Argument they are noc cléar in cheiniclves; Since if 
Men are perverie, they may nodum in fctrpo invenire, 
find or make a difficulry where they pleafe. After 
all,great heed is to be given co the Setiiments of the 
Primitive Church; and coyld 1 know what the Univer{a} 
Chursch,thac is, the Majority in ail places and ages have 
taugiic, I chink it ought very near to conclude my 
Judgmenc. Buc fince that cannot ealily be decided, 
there’s no Remedy, but every particular Church muft 
judg for ic felf, and every particular Member of thar 
Church have his own Judgmenc of Ditcrecion, which 
all che World pra@ife chemfelves, though they deny it 
others 3 andto bind that up would perfectly Unman 
Humanity. 

Queft. 9. What was the Language fpoke before the com- 


fusion’ of Babel ? 


Anjfw. Hiftory informs us that Heber and his Fa. 
mily amoneft alf che reft joyn’d noc with Nimrod in 
building the Tower of Babel: So thar the Old Language 
remain’d unchanged in his Family, and trom him bor. 
row’d the Name of Hebrew, which Language was ac chat 
time {poken chroughour the World. 

Queft. 10. A Friend of mine is like to have a Child 
Fathered on him 3 the Mother Confefjes he néver lay with ber 
but once, and then fhe was a Maid, Cuery, Whether 
tis poffible to lofe a Matdenhead and conceive aChild at the 
fame time? r 

Anfw. Naturalifts tell ys ( and bring fome Inftances) 
"That great falls and Extreme Coughs are fometimes {o. 
violent as to break the Hymen and {poil the Virgin 
Tokens 5 bucfuch Accidents are fo rare, chat I fhould be 
very loath to truft Virginity with thac Excufe. *Tis 
true, chatan Impregnation is Common in Bruits or Anis 
mals, upon a fingle A& of Co@ion; But we never meet 
with a parallel Inftance amongft Women. I have known 
a night to produce an Effective Aion, but ic was 
amongtt feveral Tryals : A Maid the firft cime undergoes 
too much of the rack and Torture co be capable of afte 
ing her part EffeGually 5 and a Young Mans Kagernefs 
puthes him onto do what is nawral for him to da 
before the Critical rimem-——-There’s no Phifician that 
will be fo uncharitable as nor to allow a poffibilicy ofan 
Act of this Nature; buc yet none’s fo great a Fool as 
net co place ic amongft thote things rhac are nexc to Im- 
poflibilicies, efpecially in an’Age which produces a Sex 
more deligace and tender -than ordinarily —If her dee 
cifive Oath 1s taken jn this, ‘ewill be che wonder 
of every Ear, and the Magifirace chat ads: pure 
fuane to this Oath, will be believed rather to. a& 
according to the firi€tnels of his Office, than che 
Juftice of Nacure. We may fhortly be perfwaded out, 
of our Senfes when the plain order of Nacure is thus 
Legerdemain’d in Curtains, and every body abus’d with 
this Myfterious fleight of Cosyeyance, ——The nexe 
Age after a few more fuch Pretidents, may put in for 
@ Charter, and {ct up a Society of Maiden Juglers. I 
would almoft as (oon believe the relation of Averroes, 
concerning the Woman chat conceived ina Bath by ate 
tratting che Seminal Effluaxion of a Man admitted to 
Bath near her, 

Queti, 11. What ss Time ?- , 

Anjw. A Continued flax or Chain of Nows, 

Queft, 12, What ts che beft remedy againjt Fear ? 

Anfw. The réfult of vertuous actious ; for chofe that 
“ce ven none. , 

eft. 12. What fort of People are thofe fh 
weet with habeas id 3 fr aioe 

Anjw, 14, Thofe chac foolifhly fouan i 
Eftaces, and as thamefully repair Sia mee ee: hee 


FINTS. 
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